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PROJECT VISIONING 
SR-12 Context Sensitive Committee (CSC)  

 
 

The Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) has initiated a Context Sensitive Committee 
of 12 individuals in January 2005 to continue involvement with previous studies for SR-12 and 
to participate in identifying and developing the transportation needs and context of the 
surrounding areas.   The specific section of SR-12 that will be addressed by this Context 
Sensitive Committee includes the corridor of existing SR-12 from Escalante to Boulder.  
 
The challenge introduced to the diverse members of the Context Sensitive Committee is to 
“brainstorm” ideas, concerns, needs, issues, and culture that exist in this area.   The valuable 
input learned from these “brainstorming” sessions will lend itself to developing a “Project 
Vision” for SR-12.   
 
Each committee member is provided the opportunity to represent the diverse issues of the 
public and to participate in the transportation decision-making process for SR-12 from Escalante 
to Boulder by assisting UDOT in defining the following: 
 
 

• Context  
 

• Needs  
 

• Evaluation Criteria 
 

• Preliminary Alternatives 
 

• Preliminary Alternative Evaluation 
 

 
 
The Utah Department of Transportation extends a sincere thank you to each of the Context 
Sensitive Committee Members for their time and commitment to this committee. 
 
 
THANK YOU! 
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• Jim Catlin asked if the purpose of this project is to increase speed and reduce travel time.  
Sandra Garcia-Aline said that it is not, especially because SR-12 is a scenic byway.  
Michelle Fishburne added that a need to increase speed or reduce travel time had not 
been identified in any comments made from the public, agencies, or committee.  Speed 
and travel-time have also not been mentioned as issues or problems at any of the previous 
meetings.  #��8����,��
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� Jim Catlin stated that the curvier and slower areas of the road are safer and that is in 
contradiction with AASHTO standards.  He asked whether the accident was caused 
by the road itself or whether there were mitigating factors involved.  Kim Clark stated 
that the accident data has been detailed out in the Purpose and Need statement and 
that the data is also on the project maps.  Dell LaFevre stated that alcohol is the cause 
of most of the accidents on SR-12.�

� At this point the committee took a break.  (A copy of the draft Purpose and Need 
Report was later handed out to each committee member to review)�
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that another purpose of the project should be meeting the needs of the environment.  Mr. 
Catlin and Michelle Fishburne discussed the transportation needs for the project for 
clarity.  Mr. Catlin explained that he would like to insure that measures are taken to blend 
the disturbed areas along the road so that they will look natural and not stand-out like 
some of the existing side-slopes.  ���
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• The next meeting is scheduled for October 21, 2005 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the 
new visitor’s center in Escalante.  (The meeting date was subsequently changed to the 
first or second week in November.  Exact date TBA.) 
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